[image: image1.png]sporitelna



[image: image1.png]

Press Release                                                                                                              Prague, 20 November 2017



New Česká spořitelna headquarters receives designs from 15 architectural companies, winner to be selected by expert jury.
A total of 166 architectural portfolios were submitted to the appeal by Česká spořitelna, which in September announced an open international architectural competition in cooperation with Studio MOBA. Spořitelna is the very first major private investor in the Czech Republic to have organised a company architectural competition openly. In particular, it was intended for studios that have previously realised projects for office buildings of minimally 20,000 m2 in capacity. At the same time, the company decided to allow a chance as well for architects who have previously lacked the opportunity to work on similarly scaled office projects. 
The expert jury selected 15 architectural firms that will now be invited to prepare their detailed architectural studies of the new Česká spořitelna headquarters in the southern section of the Smíchov City project, including the urban planning concept of the whole of the southern section. It is this land that the company, in cooperation with the development firm Sekyra Group, intends to transform into a modern multifunctional neighbourhood.
Among the chosen architectural studios in the category of experienced professionals are those by: 

Atelier Krátký (Czech Republic), Baumschlager Eberle Architekten/ Pavel Hnilička architekti (Austria), Caruso St. John Architects (Britain), Henke Schreieck Architekten (Austria), Jessenvollenweider architektur (Switzerland), Kleihues + Kleihues (Germany), Mecanoo architecten (Netherlands), Neutelings Riedijk Architecten (Netherlands), Schindler Seko Architects (Czech Republic), Verstas architects (Finland).
In addition, the jury invited into the next stage five teams that may not meet the demands for previous references, but can be expected to provide exceptional and inspiring designs. These teams are:  

Christ und Gantenbein (Switzerland), Ivan Kroupa architects (Czech Republic), Kuba Pilař architekti (Czech Republic), Petr Hájek architekti (Czech Republic), Tham Videgard Arkitekter (Sweden).
The new company headquarters should have the form of a campus, which in addition to providing administrative spaces should also offer a variety of services for the use both of bank employees and the wider public. Great emphasis will therefore be placed on the extent to which the corporate campus can significantly add to the creation of a fully valid and functional urban public space. 
‘We hope to bring to this part of Smíchov new life and opportunities, and thus contribute to the city’s further prosperity’, announced the head of Česká spořitelna, Tomáš Salomon. He also noted that Česká spořitelna in its plan for a campus took inspiration from a similar prospect by the mother company, Erste Group, in Vienna.

The Erste campus in Vienna also appealed to Prague’s mayor, Adriana Krnáčová. ‘Last year, I visited the Vienna campus and was enthralled. I saw a completely new concept that covered not only office space but greatly supported as well the organisation of community life’, she stated.

The participating architects all agree that the construction of the banking campus is, in architectural terms, a unique opportunity. ‘There is a difference if you have to design an individual building, and when you design a building and the entire urban area around it. Of course, this is the much greater challenge’, stated Swedish architect Martin Videgard.

The upcoming architectural competition will have two rounds. The fifteen selected architectural studios will present their designs anonymously to the jury, which is composed of representatives of the bank and independent experts. The second round will then judge the 6 most interesting designs from the first. The winner will be announced by the jury in May 2018.
Realisation of the actual building is expected to take place in 2021-2023. 
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